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good of any sentient creature, it is but the qualified
permanence, for a limited period, of the work itself,
whether animate or inanimate. The only inference
that can be drawn from most of it, respecting the
character of the Creator, is that he does not wish his
works to perish as soon as created; he wills them to-
have a certain duration. From this alone nothing can-
be justly inferred as to the manner in which he is
affected towards his animate or rational creatures.

After deduction of the great number of adaptations
which have no apparent object but to keep the machine-
going, there remain a certain number of provisions,
for giving pleasure to living beings, and a certain
number of provisions for giving them pain. There is
no positive certainty that the whole of these ought not
to take their place among the contrivances for keeping
the creature or its species in existence; for both the-
pleasures and the pains have a conservative tendency;
the pleasures being generally so disposed as to attract
to the things which maintain individual or collective
existence, the pains so as to deter from such as would
destroy it.

When all these things are considered it is evident
that a vast deduction must be made from the evidences
of a Creator before they can be counted as evidences
of a benevolent purpose: so vast indeed that some
may doubt whether after such a deduction there-
remains any balance. Yet endeavouring to look at